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CALL FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS AS PART OF CAPACITY BUILDING IN
RESEARCH ON FORCED DISPLACEMENT IN KENYA

Kenya Analytical Program on Forced Displacement (KAP-FD)

Background

The World Bank Group works to fight poverty across the globe, using the latest evidence and
analyses to inform government policies to reduce inequalities and improve people’s lives. In
Kenya, the World Bank and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), in
collaboration with the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS), have worked together to better
understand the living conditions of refugees and host communities, providing important evidence
and lessons to better inform measures that improve their socioeconomic opportunities. The
Socioeconomic Surveys (SESs), the Kenya Continuous Household Survey on Refugees and Host
Communities (KCHS Integrated Survey), and the Kenya COVID-19 Rapid Response Phone
Survey (RRPS) produced broad socioeconomic data on host communities and forcibly displaced
in Kenya.! Building upon the fruitful outcomes of these preceding projects, the World Bank intends
to gather more granular evidence under the Kenya Analytical Program on Forced Displacement
(KAP-FD). KAP-FD seeks to, among other things, build the capacity of early-career researchers
in the country to use displacement data. The capacity of local academics will be built by facilitating
and financing research projects utilizing the data produced under KAP-FD and/or previous
projects. By encouraging and financing projects of local researchers, capacity for displacement
related research will be enhanced, while ensuring the wide use of data collected in World Bank-
supported surveys.

African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) is a premier capacity building institution in Sub-
Saharan Africa with a mission to build rigor in research, training and policy outreach. Since 1988,
AERC has provided capacity building to over 4,500 early and middle career researchers in Sub-
Saharan Africa through the Thematic Research Program. The theme on forced displacement is
aligned to AERC Strategic Plan 2020-2025 which has a focus on inclusivity of those
underrepresented in Sub-Saharan Africa’s development agenda and research. The Thematic
Research Program provides a platform for expert mentorship and peer review of early career
researchers' work. The model for implementing the AERC-World Bank Thematic Research on
Forced Development is premised on thematic research program structure which will run
concurrently with Biannual Research Workshops held twice in a year in June and December. In

I There are two types of datasets under KCHS. The KCHS integration survey collected data from both refugees and
nationals while the traditional KCHS collected data from nationals only.



this model, capacity building is realized where researchers attend presentation sessions and are
mentored by expert resource persons and get feedback from their peers.

Purpose of the Call

The World Bank, in collaboration with AERC, is pleased to invite individual or team research
proposals under KAP-FD. The purpose of this call is to build capacity in empirical research on
forced displacement in Kenya utilizing selected datasets. The call targets early career researchers
based in Kenya who hold a Masters degree or are PhD students studying Economics, Sociology,
Demography, Migration or closely related courses, enrolled in Kenyan Universities. Recent
graduates (within the last three years) based in Kenya will also be considered.

The submitted proposals are encouraged to align with the following themes:

+ Employment and livelihoods

» Education

» Social cohesion

* Vulnerability and resilience to shocks

Gender, age, and diversity approach should be used to explore the above themes.
Description of the Datasets

The datasets associated with this call include the SESs, RRPS and KCHS integrated survey.
Comparisons may also be made with other surveys produced by KNBS, particularly the KCHS for
nationals and the Kenya Integrated Household Budget Survey (KIHBS). The SESs, RRPS, and
KCHS Integrated Survey data can be accessed from the World Bank's or UNHCR'’s microdata
library using the Central Data Catalog while the KCHS for nationals and KIHBS datasets can be
obtained from the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS). The links are provided in this call.

The SESs datasets contain information on characteristics of refugees and nationals, levels of
access to basic services, employment and livelihoods, social cohesion, displacement trajectories,
and specific vulnerabilities. The SESs produced data that is comparable to KCHS for nationals
and KIHBS. The data were collected from refugees in Kalobeyei (2018), Kakuma (2019-2020),
and in urban areas (2020-2021). RRPS were implemented to track the socioeconomic impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic and to investigate resilience to shocks among other things. The RRPS
data were collected in eight waves between May 2020 and June 2022. The surveys were
implemented using Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) and collected data on
household characteristics, food security, employment and income loss, health, and knowledge on
COVID-19. The KCHS Integrated Survey collected data on labor, consumption, vulnerabilities and
social cohesion, among other things, from refugees and nationals in Nairobi in 2021.

The KCHS for nationals provides key socioeconomic data on a quarterly basis, focusing on labor
and household budget among other things. It collects data from all counties, including those that
host refugees. The KIHBS collected data over a 12-month period (2015 — 2016) on household
characteristics, housing, education, health, nutrition, household income and credit, household
transfers, information and communication technology, domestic tourism, shocks to household
welfare and access to justice. Data were collected from all the counties using the national
sampling frame.



Dataset Link

Kalobeyei SES | https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/3965

Kakuma SES https://microdata.unhcr.org/index.php/catalog/302

Urban SES https://microdata.unhcr.org/index.php/catalog/706/study-description

RRPS data for | https://microdata.unhcr.org/index.php/catalog/296/
refugees

RRPS data for | https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/3774
nationals

KCHS https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-
integrated reports/documentdetail/099615309232240203/idu06cd695580d8ca04a310bde402de
survey? 7885ecd2b

KCHS on https://statistics.knbs.or.ke/nada/index.php/catalog/36
nationals
KIHBS https://statistics.knbs.or.ke/nada/index.php/catalog/13

Terms and Eligibility Criteria

1. Have completed a Masters degree OR are PhD students studying Economics, Sociology,
Demography, Migration or closely related courses, enrolled in Kenyan Universities OR
have graduated within the last three years.

2. Proficiency in quantitative data analysis.

Be at the start of their career or not older than 35 years.

4. Demonstrated interest in forced displacement research.

w

Assessment and Selection Process

The applications will be assessed based on a number of factors which include how promising and
relevant the topic is to the field of forced displacement in Kenya; the candidate's technical strength
to handle quantitative data; clarity of intent; quality of proposals; and consistency with the eligibility
criteria. There will be a selection committee to review all the applications and shortlist potential
awardees.

2The link provided in the table is for the questionnaire. The actual data will have been made public by the time the
decision on applications will be communicated.
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How to Apply, Requirements and Timeline

Interested candidates should send the following documents.

i. A motivation letter containing the preferred broad theme or specific topic of interest and
analytical skills (no more than 1 page).

ii. A detailed and updated CV with at least two (2) referees whom the selection committee
can contact. Any past publications should be included in the CV.

iii. A proposal outlining the proposed research problem, questions, research design,
methods of research, and estimated number of days required to work on the research
(not more than 20 pages including references). Guidelines can be found in this links:
https://aercafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AERC-Proposal-Submission-
GuidelineMay2021.pdf

The call will be awarded on a competitive basis. African researchers, female researchers
and those with a forced displacement background who meet the selection criteria are
particularly encouraged to apply.

In the case where a team of applicants are successful, the AERC will enter into a contract
with the lead researcher as a representative.

The applications to be sent to Research@aercafrica.org

Application Deadline: 31 May 2023

Communication of the outcome: 5 June 2023
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