
Do I have the right to work in Greece? 

If you are an asylum seeker (an applicant for international protection), and you have completed the 

procedure for lodging your application for international protection, and you possess a valid 

“applicant for international protection card” or “asylum seeker’s card” then you have the right to 

access salaried employment or to the provision of services or work.  

If you are an asylum seeker, you do not have the right to be self -employed or start your own 

enterprise. 

If you are a pre-registered asylum seeker, you cannot access legal employment, until you complete 

the procedure for full lodging your asylum application. 

Note that to be legally employed, your asylum seeker’s card must be valid, therefore do not forget 

to renew your asylum seeker’s card as it expires.  

Do I need a work permit? 

No. The “work permit” was previously a prerequisite for asylum seekers in Greece. Under the law 

4375/2016 (article 69), it has been abolished. 

Note that employers and accountants are not always aware of all legal developments. You may need 

to clarify, refer to specific details of the law, or request assistance from an NGO in your location to 

discuss your case with employers and accountants. 

What are the other requirements to work legally in Greece? 

To work legally, you must have a tax number (AFM) and a social security number (AMKA). 

How do I obtain a Tax Number (AFM)? 

To obtain a tax number in Greece, you must visit the tax office (DOY) of your place of residence. You 

can find your tax office (DOY)  here https://www.aade.gr/eyretirio-horikis-armodiotitas-ton-doy. 

Note that the information in this link is in Greek. 

At the tax office (DOY) you must present the following documents: 

• Filled in M1 application form ; M1 forms are available at the tax offices or can be 

downloaded here https://www.aade.gr/sites/default/files/2017-01/M1.pdfThe original and 

a copy of your“asylum seeker’s card”; 

• Proof of your residence (House rental contract/Power or Water supply bill issued on your 

name etc.) if your asylum seeker’s card does not indicate your current address.  

Additionally, from 10 March 2021, the offices of the Hellenic Asylum Service, the Accommodation 

Structures and the Reception and Identification Centers (RIC) will be able to provide TIN (Taxpayer 

Identification Number) to applicants for International Protection. 

You can find out whether you have been assigned a VAT number, and subsequently your relevant 

Tax Office at: apps.migration.gov.gr/afm. The relevant announcement is available (in English) here 

https://migration.gov.gr/en/apodosi-afm-stoys-aitoyntes-diethni-prostasia/. 

Note that the tax number is necessary for all transactions with public services, to rent/buy a 

house/apartment, to buy a car or a motorbike and in general, it facilitates all transactions with 

service providers. 

https://www.aade.gr/eyretirio-horikis-armodiotitas-ton-doy
https://www.aade.gr/sites/default/files/2017-01/M1.pdf
http://apps.migration.gov.gr/afm


How do I prove my place of residence? 

If your place of residence is different to the one stated in your card, or if your card does not indicate 

your address, you may submit an application to the Asylum Service, to declare your address and 

receive a certificate to present it to the tax office. 

If you live in an open accommodation facility or site, an apartment or reception facility of an NGO or 

any other actor (such as municipality), you may request a certificate to prove your address from the 

agency that manages the accommodation. 

If you are hosted by a Greek person or any other migrant or recognised refugee, you need to submit 

an official, written declaration from that person stating that they are hosting you. This must include 

their tax number and certification of their signature in a Citizen’s Centre or KEP. In addition you will 

need evidence that they are the owner or tenant of the address, such as a lease, the contract of the 

house or a copy of a utility bill. 

 

Keep your data updated! 

In your first registration for the AFM and if there is any further change to your personal information, 

you will be requested to complete an application. You can find the form that you must 

complete here, in Greek. You may need to request assistance, so that you have the form ready to 

submit when you go to the tax office. 

If you have an email address, you may register in the online Greek tax statement system “TAXISNET” 

that will enable you to conduct transactions with the tax authorities online. You can find 

information here. Note that the information is in Greek. 

If there is any change in your address, you need to go to the tax office closest to your new residence, 

submit proof of the new address and update your personal details with the tax office. If you are 

already registered in TAXISNET, you may verify the changes online. 

 

How do I obtain a Social Security Number (AMKA)? 

You must have a Social Security Number (AMKA) in order to work legally in Greece. You also need an 

AMKA to be insured and benefit from the Social Security provisions for employment injury, 

maternity, sickness, disability, unemployment and family responsibilities.  

Your ΑΜΚΑ ensures your rights related to labour and a pension and also facilitates your access to 

hospital and pharmaceutical care. More details about the AMKA can be found here. Note that the 

information in the link is in Greek. 

You may submit an application for an AMKA at a Social Security Agency AMKA office, or at a Citizens’ 

Service Centre (KEP-ΚΕΠ). Note that information in the links is in Greek. 

When you submit the application, you need to present your valid “applicant for international 

protection card” or “asylum seeker’s card” and proof of your address.  

Note that the experience of applying for the AMKA varies from person to person. In some locations 

the AMKA is granted quickly to asylum seekers, in other locations the authorities request additional 

documentation. 

http://www.gsis.gr/gsis/export/sites/default/gsis_site/Services/Polites/documents_e_entipa_2/M1.pdf
http://www.gsis.gr/gsis/info/gsis_site/index.html
https://www.amka.gr/
https://www.amka.gr/pdf/AMKA_Grafeia.pdf
http://www.kep.gov.gr/portal/page/portal/kep/kepfind
http://www.kep.gov.gr/portal/page/portal/kep/kepfind


Pre-registered asylum seekers may experience problems more frequently than fully registered 

asylum seekers. If you face difficulties, you may request assistance from an NGO in your area.  

 

What are my rights and obligations as an employee? 

According to Greek law, asylum seekers have the same labour and insurance rights as Greek 

nationals. These refer to basic salary, family allowances, hours of work, overtime, annual leave, 

minimum age of employment, apprenticeship and training, employment injury, maternity, sickness, 

unemployment and pension. 

Sometimes a special license or additional formalities are necessary for certain types of employment. 

For instance, if you wish to work in a store that ensures hygienic standards, such as restaurants, 

taverns, cafeterias, you will be expected to have a health certificate and a special work permit issued 

by a police department. You can find specific information about this here. Not that the information is 

in Greek. 

 

Do I need to pay tax if I work in Greece? 

If you are employed in Greece, you must submit an annual income tax declaration, ‘dilosi 

eisodimatos’ for the previous year. You can submit this at the tax office closest to  where you live. If 

you are registered in the TAXINET (online Greek tax statement system), you can make online 

transactions with the tax authorities. More information in Greek can be found here. 

Note that the submission of a tax declaration in Greek may require some assistance from someone 

familiar with the process and you may consider seeking assistance from a Greek NGO or a 

professional accountant. 

 

How do I open a bank account in Greece? 

You may need a bank account for your salary payments. If you do not have one, you can open a bank 

account by presenting the following documentation at a bank. 

• The original and a copy of your valid “applicant for international protection card” or “asylum 

seeker’s card”; 

• Proof of your current address; 

• A certificate confirming your employment, issued by your employer, and a copy of your 

employment contract; 

• A copy of the document of issuance your tax number (ΑFΜ);  

• Your tax clearance (ekkatharistiko eforias) or an official declaration that you had not 

submitted an income tax return in Greece. 

Note that the experience of opening a bank account in Greece varies from person to person. Some 

banks are more helpful than others. You may consider seeking assistance from Greek friends or a 

Greek NGO. 

 

http://www.odigostoupoliti.eu/pistopiitiko-igias-ergazomenon-se-epichirisis-igionomikou-endiaferontos/
http://www.gsis.gr/gsis/info/gsis_site/index.html


Can I register as an unemployed person? 

If you are unemployed and seeking employment, you have the right to be registered in the Registry 

of OAED, the “Manpower Organisation” of the Ministry of Labour. If you register, you may benefit 

from OAED services, such as to be referred to a job if there is a vacant position corresponding to 

your qualifications and interests and to receive an unemployment bulletin. You may also access 

services and advice including CV registration, preparation of an individual action plan, opportunities 

to participate in employment or vocational training programs. You may also access other services, 

depending on your location. You can find more information in Greek here. 

Note that there are offices of OAED in all regions of Greece. You can find the local office by asking in 

your neighborhood, or you may find the locations in Greek here. 

To access the unemployment bulletin, you need to present the following: 

• A copy of your valid “applicant for international protection card” or “asylum seeker’s card”;  

• AMKA number; 

• Tax clearance (ekkatharistiko eforias) or an official declaration that you had not submitted 

an income tax return in Greece; 

• A utility bill or a lease contract for proving your address; 

• Any other document that OAED may consider necessary for verifying that you are 

unemployed. 

  

If I am a minor do I have the right to legally work? 

If you are aged 15 years or older, and you have the consent of your pare nts, the persons who 

exercise your parental care, or your legal guardian, you may be legally employed in Greece.  

In the absence of consent, Greek courts may decide on granting you permission to work, upon your 

request. 

There are specific regulations for your protection as a minor. You can find more information about 

this in Greek here. 

Employment for the children under 15 years is prohibited with the exception of work on artistic or 

commercial activities such as in advertisement, theatre or cinema and is only possible under specific 

conditions. 

 

Can I make a complaint about how I am treated? 

If you face problems in your workplace, or you want to be informed about your rights, or you wan t 

to submit a complaint against your employer and find a solution, you may contact the local office of 

the Labor Inspection (SEPE). SEPE is the control mechanism of the Ministry of Labour for the proper 

implementation of labour law in Greece. It is designed to safeguard labor rights and the safety and 

health of workers. 

SEPE is able to investigate undeclared work and also has a role to inform, advise and prevent 

breaches of labour law. It covers all Greek territories through a network of regional services.  

http://www.oaed.gr/documents/10182/28436/DikaiwmataAnergwn
http://www.oaed.gr/pou-aneko
http://www.odigostoupoliti.eu/adia-ergasias-gia-aniliko/


You can find the nearest SEPE office by asking or looking for them here. Note that information 

provided in the link is in Greek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ypakp.gr/uploads/docs/4623.pdf

