How to Apply for International Protection in Georgia
If you are a foreign citizen or a person without a nationality, you have the right to request asylum in Georgia. You may apply if you fear persecution or serious harm in your home country.
Important: International protection is not granted for economic or financial reasons.
If you are residing in Georgia without legal status (without a valid visa or permit) at the time of your application, you may be detained for the purpose of expulsion. However, you retain the legal right to submit an application for international protection while in detention.
Applying for asylum after being detained does not automatically lead to your release. 
Asylum procedure at the Migration Department is free. In case you decide to appeal the decision of the Migration Department, you will have to pay court fees. 

Where to Submit Your Application
· Within Georgia: At the Migration Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
· At the Border: With any border official during entry.
· In Detention: Through the administration of your penitentiary facility.

Possible Outcomes
If your application is approved, you will be granted one of the following:
1. Refugee Status
2. Subsidiary Protection
Details on these statuses or the process, will be provided by the Migration Department upon the registration of your asylum claim. You can also consult UNHCR and/or World Vision on these matters.

The Asylum Procedure
Once you apply for asylum and if your application is considered admissible by the Migration Department, you cannot be sent back to your  country of origin, until the  Migration Department makes a decision on your case . 
Step 1: Admissibility Decision
The Migration Department decides whether to accept your application within 5 to 10 days of your interview.
· If Rejected: You will be notified online. You have 7 days to appeal to the Tbilisi City Court and then 5 days to appeal to the Court of Appeals.
· Legal Aid: The state does not provide a free lawyer. You may be expelled while your appeal is being reviewed (free legal aid might be provided by UNHCR’s partner organization in exceptional cases).
Step 2: If your application is deemed admissible - Asylum-Seeker Status
If your application is accepted for review, you will receive:
· A temporary identity document.
· Access to free public healthcare and education.
· The right to stay in Georgia during the process.
Step 3: If your application is deemed admissible – further procedures
If your application is accepted for review, your case will follow one of two paths:
1. Accelerated Procedure
· Timeframe: Decision within 30 days.
· If Rejected: You lose your status as an asylum-seeker and the accompanying rights.
· Appeals: You have 10 days to appeal to the Tbilisi City Court and another 10 days to appeal to the Court of Appeals. 
· Legal Aid: No free state lawyer is provided. You may be expelled during the appeal.
Note: If you apply for asylum after being in Georgia for more than one month without legal status, your application may be processed under the Accelerated Procedure.

2. Normal Procedure
· Timeframe: Decision within 6 to 21 months.
· If Rejected: You keep your status as asylum-seeker and the accompanying rights during the appeal.
· Appeals: You have 10 days to appeal to the Tbilisi City Court and another 10 days to appeal to the Court of Appeals.
· Legal Aid: Free legal aid is provided by the state. You cannot be expelled until the court makes a final decision.
Asylum procedures at the Border
If you apply for asylum at the Georgian border, you may be placed in a border asylum procedure. Under this process, you will remain at the border checkpoint, where food and accommodation are provided, until a final decision on you application is made. The entire procedure, including one court appeal, lasts a maximum of 28 days. A state-funded lawyer will be provided to you free of charge.

Important to Remember
· Digital Notifications: All official communications and decisions from the Migration Department and the Courts will be posted to your private account on the Ministry of Internal Affairs website. This information is not public.
· Check Regularly: You are responsible for checking the website and your personal page frequently to ensure you do not miss any deadlines or decisions.
· Update Contact Details: You must notify the Migration Department within 3 days if you change your phone number, email address, or home address. Not informing the Ministry on such changes, might result in termination of your asylum procedure. 
· Interviews: You and your family must be available for interviews with the Migration Department when notified.
· Confidentiality: Your interviews and records are strictly confidential. Your information will not be shared with your country of origin. 
· Truthfulness: You must provide truthful and detailed information throughout the process regarding why you left your home country.
· Do not leave: You must stay in Georgia until the end of your asylum procedure. 

Documentation Required for Your Application
To support your asylum application, you must bring the following items to the Migration Department:
· Identity Documents: Any personal identification you possess, such as your passport, ID card, or travel documents.
· Other documents: Any original documents that prove your identity or support your claim of persecution or harm in your home country.
Important Note on Travel Documents: If you provide a passport or travel document, the Migration Department will keep the original until the asylum procedure is fully completed. If you are granted refugee status or subsidiary protection, the Migration Department will continue to hold your original document and you will be eligible to receive alternate travel document by the Public Service Development Agency.
 
Contact Information:

Migration Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
The department is the main state authority responsible for asylum procedure and registering asylum claims. 
Address: TBC
Phone: TBC
Monday – Friday / 10:00 – 18:00

Public Service Development Agency (PSDA)
The main state authority under the Ministry of Justice responsible for issuing certificates and documents regarding your stay in Georgia. 
Address: Zviad Gamsakhurdia Named Right Bank 1
Phone: +995 32 2 40 10 10
Monday – Friday / 10:00 – 18:00

Legal Aid Service (LAS)
State provided free legal assistance. You can consult LAS on any legal matters, including asylum procedures free of charge. Please, note that they only provide free court representation (lawyer) in case you have been rejected under normal procedures. 

Address: #140a, David Aghmashenebeli  Avenue, Tbilisi 0102, Georgia
Phone: +995 (32) 2920055
Monday – Friday / 10:00 – 18:00

Public Defender (Ombudsman) of Georgia
This is a constitutional body overseeing the human rights situation in Georgia. You can approach PDO if you consider that your rights in Georgia have been violated. 
Address: 6 Irakli Paghava st, Avlabari. Postal Code 0144 .
Phone: 1481
Monday – Friday / 10:00 – 18:00

World Vision Georgia
UNHCR’s partner offers a range of protection services. They also work on community mobilization and provide free legal consultations, including free legal representation in exceptional cases. 
Address: Multi-Service Center, 67b Zhiuli Shartava Street, 0160, Tbilisi, Georgia
Phone: (+995) 577 045 645
Monday – Friday / 10:00 – 18:00

UNHCR Georgia
Address: 25 Tengiz Abuladze Street, Tbilisi
Phone: (+995 32) 2 185 123



